
NEW MARK COMMONS HOMES ASSOCIAT ION , INC .  
BOARD O F  D I RECTORS ' MEET I NG 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 8 ,  L987 

ATTEN DEES: Walter Counts, Al Levit, Steve Plot k in ,  Marty Reiss, 
Rose K rasnow . 

The mee ting was called t o  order 
Cou nt s .  No one was present for 
amd t he Agen d a  were approved as 

at 7 : 40 P . M . 
t he Community 
read . 

by President Walter 
Forum . The Min u t es 

U n d er incoming correspondence, Rose read a letter of resignat ion 
from Treasurer of t he Board , N oel Wilk ie . He stressed t hat his 
resignat ion was promp t e d  by a lack of time, not any d isagreemen t  
with Board policies . Rose said she would p u t  a not ice in t he 
n ewslet ter asking for n ominees for t hree board posit ions, since 
both Walter and Doug ' s  t erms would be expiring at t he end of 
February . 

Walt e r  said that he had sent a let ter t o  Ardis Fisher, t hank in g  
her for her inva lua ble service t o  t he community in her role as 
Rick ' s  supervisor .  In addit ion , following t he suggestion of 
P ublic Work s Director Bob Gooden ,  Walter had writ ten t o  City 
Ma n a ger Richard Robinson, asking t ha t  New Mark be placed on t he 
agenda for a n  upcoming council meeting so t ha t  we could continue 
in our efforts eit her t o  dedicate our private streets to t he city 
or work out a mutually a gre eable piggyback a rra n gement whereby we 
would pay but t he city's contract ors would do t he work . Since we 
had received n o  response to d a t e ,  Walter suggested t hat Rose send 
a copy of t he let t e r  t o  Council Member James Coyle. 

Under main tenance, Rose reported t ha t  she was receiving com­
pla i n t s  a bout leaves a n d  snow in the t ownhouse parking lot s .  The 
Board felt t ha t  t o wnhouse resid en t s  must be mad e  a ware of t he 
fact t ha t  t his was n ot a cond ominium and t hat t he resid en t s ,  n o t  
Rick , were responsible for ma ny of these t ask s .  The Boa rd a lso 
d iscussed t he feasibility of having sand on t he premises for snow 
or ice emergencies . It was decided t hat garbage cans o f  sa nd 
next to t he t ownhouse hills probably would n ' t  work be cause t hey 
would be vandalized. A better idea seemed t o  be to k eep sand in 
t he Clubhouse lot. If Rick could get some help, he could spread 
it on t he hills when n ecessa ry. 

Under old business, t he issue o f  truck parking was raised . D o ug 
had prepared the necessary d o cumen ts, including a warn ing n ot ice, 
a second n ot ice stating that if t he vehicle were not removed 
within 24 hours, it would be towed, a nd a final n o tice st ating 
who to con t act t o  retrieve t he t o wed vehicle . D o ug felt t hat 
Rick should be t he one t o  ca nvas t he parking lots. Although t he 
Board was generally in favor o f  all of t his, t here was still a 
feeling t hat t he small 1/4 t o n  pickups should be excluded , since 
t hey had not even been around when t he covenan t s  were writ t en . 
Rose agreed t o  check with t he Dept . of Motor Vehicles t o  discuss 
in more detail t he dimensions of a 1/4 ton t ruck , whe t her t he 
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large vans are considered to be trucks, and so forth. 

Doug had also prepared a dispute resolution procedure (see 
attached) for New Mark that he hoped would satisfy the county and 
eliminate the need for us to go before the county's arbitration 
board whenever a dispute arose. Other members of the Board were 
not as concerned about the role of the County unless New Mark 
could be forced into binding arbitration. Steve moved that "we go 
on with our existing dispute resolution procedures. If it became 
necessary to have a more elaborate procedure to go along with the 
County's regulations, we would then adopt such a procedure using 
Doug's suggestions as a guide." Al seconded the motion, which 
passed unanimously. 

It was agreed to hold the Annual Meeting on the first Wednesday 
in March. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:20 P.M. 
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NEW MAEtK C�(1!"1l:-1C)N{'.J B.Cli'1ES �b,;·3sOCI.f\1I'I(Ji'..J', 1:1\J(;. 
Bl)�J�'.l) (JF .DIREC':TfJF�S I t-fi3E1'IN(3 

A'rTf:N.DEE;.s: A.1 �.evit:, E\te\Je l?lotkin� M.::;Lr:ty R.ei:3:31 f)ouq \Vo1�tltlr1f;J1 
F�os'�' Kr,::tsno\>\r. 

1I'h.f:; rftCe t 1 ng i·IaF· 
l)U1J.g it.JO:t th1 fli'.j', 
1'1:lnute;;3 :'1r1d th-(� 

called ta order at 7:35 P.M. Vice 
I�o orie \Va,?. rir(::i':Sent [o:;:� th1:" C.�ornnn.�nlt:i­

Agenda were approve11 as read. 

£'.'.) :t: e ;;::. i c1 e r1 t 
Foru.rn, Th1? 

Ut1der incoming correspondence, Rose r t J.e r from City 
Mar1a>3er: F1-ic�·1ard &�ol:lirJ.::-.;on, statir1g th.z..-i.t ·tY1e- city Yv'-:1s \fCY.:}f \>Vil li.ng 
to help us v1J.tl1 01Jt: pav-1119 effox·t::.� eve11 though an ,:1ctua1 f.li,3gy­
back arrangement would net be possibJ.e. ThA Board ag�eed that we 
;�(1ould fo1lnv.J"·-t:l.J;.) r)n thi:::: offer trnrne1Jl;::1.ti.:::l:/ ti:/ c:o tin<J 
Goodin, llead of Public Works . 

tJn(:te:c C'.otnrnittei::� Ret>ort�;, Pose 9;s.vi·;; Z'{:n te o;i_ thr::� rn1;:1r:t':l p:::.-o1:i1ern;-;;. 
encountered dur·ing t:he back·-to-t1ack Bnowsti)tms . She agreed to 
ti:11Y-: to th(; cc)nt:racl:o[ t'-) o;:::<:·: -1 :f 'We Yf;i�r!'·it })f;'.' ent1t:lE:cl. to ;:::;offti'...: 

of the ·tjxoe it took the plowers to 
forgot the single-family circJ.e�, that 
so furth. The Board �lso felt that we 
to keep sand on the premises, eitl1er 

type of reb�te iil 11 
appeaz, the fact that t11ey 
their VJds �f:rcizE:�r.t, ,_:-l!lz1 

defin.ltel)F rn��ec1ei:l ::o;on1e \Vay 
:\.rt [ieO-ple 1 �=� t-·Ja:3C'fl."lCfl.t::5 () .(  1.n_ tl-;e 50 tt\i�t tl·1e p:i::Ot)18IH oJ: :l.C:'/ 
'hills in tl1e 200 ar1i:} HOO block;:s cou1<.1 ti(;: so}.\_rec1 irnrru-?di.�tely, 
without the need �o be dependent on &n ol1tsid0 contract;or . It 
v/.J.::.' s·Ggge tl"1at ;_) ccn:nrni ttee of :t:i�;::,� ldent2; }:Jr:-' ee;t.,:lbl i�·he•:l to 
formuJ.ate a snow eme�ge 

Under old busir1ess, Rose re ted lhat about 2/3's of tl12 M11es 
ha� been r0ceived by tl1e Feb. 1 due date, but !�hat � single 
fan1i1}' honteovJT1e1�::.s i�1,::irJ ::�ent .in tJ-if:i:i-: 1j1Jes 1es��;, tl-1e $66.00 fc>r tt1e 
reserve fund. One family, tl'P Hormutl1s, objected to a cost of 
1.i.vi11(;r increasi� o.f 5.3790 becat1sr;; the�{ ::;,::;id .it was not tha.t: l1iqb 
in '86. The Board pointed Ollt that the increase, set in December 
of 1 36, \.;as based on thi·? t)r ior year. Tl:1e T::.toa1:d fe1t th.st th.e 
three families should be by phone to see i{ they could 
be f!(�;t'S ed t:o th�� -::1c1Clltton,:-:1l arnount; ott1er··�/i�::-e1 tl1t� I.:10;..:trd 

t it would necessary to tate le .L 
Marty agreed to call th0 Hortons, Steve 

with re t the election of new Board member�, Doug 3tated 
that he would be will.lng to fill the one year unexpired t�rrn of 
Noel Wilkie, depending on tt1e r1u1nber of ca_nliid�;tes w1·10 applied* 
Si11ce it \vas e\ric1e11t t.hi3.t tl1ere 1tJe:u1Cl l1ot 11e tirnc t:o :ho1L1 an. 
election lJe.fore tb.e M,3rch 4th nv�et.irig, Doug rncveCJ t1-1.3t the J".,nnua1 
meeting be po from the first we0k in March to the first 

week in il. Al seconded the motion, which sed unanimously, 

Under new business, Doug questioned whether J.t haJ been wise fiJr 
the Board to drop the $2 milllo11 umbrella liability policy, 
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t_n 11 ·!-- of rec�ent ,'3.x:tlc:1f':0;:�, ;:;t;.:�.ti.r1�1 that. i1·1.d:lvl::1u,::.:tl f·1orn{::cv-rnf-:;�·:::; 

xnl !::_1t;:;! 1 J.;::lt1le f:o:c ar1_'l j ud1.�:r1n,:_�1Jt� ;�ii.r1ou11t::; h_lgf'l'{:Jt: tba_t1 tl1e 

Assc:n::iatlon's c:ove:ratjf::. \Vhile it \.\ra;�; tz1Je th2:i.t th.e increase in 
the cost of the extra liability coverage had Lcer·1 ;11.most GOO%, 
th}'� tota1 [Yr.·enlj_urn cif $4000 \\ras stj 11 .::::.rnall in lJ.9l1t of tt·i.e 

t '- . . � . ') ., ·1�' 1� ' ' ' . . ' ' "  . ., '� '1 ' ... , t,•._ r-, - , ... ,,_,, --, . ,a· .. • ..• ,• .. "�·'·'·. ".·.· .· .. ·.··, pro ·cc·c1on :CC r)rOV'.lCtCCi. -�·r10� riC1r:.�ru C'Ul!C:'U. J.« .. ,�(,;: ,-y,_ .J: i ild;; ,_-;i,f} ,, ,_ 

Rose tD look immediately t11to the possibilitl' of obtaining � n�w 
umtiri: l 1a L)O :� i c:-i � 

Rose f'olr1ted out that ano·ther clubhouse par had resul in 
damages and the need to call the pollce . Marty agreed to look 
into ways tt• ove our clubhouse r\1J_es and application 
procedures to insure that the clubhouse would not be used for 
open pa1:-tie0; with peor11e pa}ri:ng at the r"]oor . Ortt·:: ;<:1t1g·gestif.Jr1 1.4.;is 
that th_c; entire $300 ()eposit be forfeite(:l if it wa.2. l:llscovere0d 
that 3droission was being charged. 

Rost� 
121st 

qa.v-s ,:;\ :ti;;l)OYt study ses8ion hel.d at the 
C' 1 t_y coun.c·ll ff1.e1:�tir1g. rJn.e rnc>.jor_· c·har113e VJ'a_;�� 

rrow(:: r /D.:� \15 o.n, 
the 11ro1)er.-t:y � 

CO\/en.::.t11t;;::. to 
ac·.r·e scl'1001 
stipulation. 

not ;-,ffi.'struont ]:i .. s::::;ociate:;.::.,, \I:?\;:.; r1o>v./ th•::; ;:Jeveloper Gf 
It wa::;, :::.gx:eec1 tX1at y,rt:'! �'.;b.ott1f.1 2:er1Ct .::� c�op;/ o:t 01J.t: 

Tower/Dawson to e j_te the inclusi011 of the 10 
s1te ir1·to New Mark Commons, as set forth in the 

Since it appeared that the widening 0E I-2'70 to ·t2 lanes ana tl1e 
�onstruction of the Falls Road Interchange was imminent, Rose 
agreed to talk to Joe Cutro, City Traffic irteer, to d�te�n1ine 
what tl1e impact would be on traffic patterns around New M2rl:. It 
wa:3 ::.::>11gge;::;tr:::';J t.1'1at t-1 _c.· " c:ut;�0 ni1cJh.t L•t� 1:.il>le L'o n1.::.1ke ,:.\ f-l.te�::r::nLat.lon 
at the annual meeting. 

The Board Meeting was adjourned at 0:30 P.M. 
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NEW MARK COMMONS HOMES ASSOCIATION ,  INC. 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS' MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4, 1987 

ATTENDEES: Walte r counts , Mike Mille r ,  Steve Plotk in, Marty 
Re is s ,  Ros e K r as now 

The 
7: 35 
add e d  

mee ting 
P.M. 

two 
sur ve y  and 

was called to o r d e r  by P r e side nt Walte r Cou nts at 
N o  o ne was pr e s e nt f o r  the Commu nity For um. Ros e 

items to the agenda u nd e r  old b u s ine s s  - the par k ing 
ins u r anc e .  Th e minu te s and agenda we r e  the n  appr o ve d .  

U nd e r  c o r r e s po nd e nc e , Rose had r e c e ive d a letter f r o m  the City 
Planning De par tment inf o r ming N e w  Mark o f  Towe r /Daws o n's · inten­
tion to aband o n  a por tion o f  the Monroe Str e e t  Right-o f -Way. The 
Board viewed this f avor ably, s ince N e w  Mark had oppo s e d  acce s s  to 
the r e s id e ntial s e ctio n o f  Wes tmont via Monr o e  Str e e t. N e ve r th e ­
le s s ,  Ro s e  agr e e d  t o  c h e c k  with transpor tation e ngine e r ,  Joe 
Cutr o ,  t o  b e  s u r e  that t h e  aband onment its e l f  would not h ave any 
adve r s e  a f f e c t  o n  N e w  Mar k .  

Rose told o f  h e r  c o nve r s ations with the city c o nc e r ning aband o ne d  
ve hicle s in N e w  Mar k .  Following Chie f Stout's s u gge s tio n ,  Steve 
Plotkin of f e r e d  the f o llowing r e s o l u tion :  "We , the B o ar d  o f  N e w  
Mark Commons Homes As s oc iation ,  Inc. ,  auth o r iz e  the Rock ville 
City P o lice to tow cars aband o ne d  o n  N e w  Mar k 's pr ivate pr o ­
pe r ty." Marty s e c o nd e d  the r e s olution, which was adopted 
unanim o u s ly. 

The r e  we r e  no c o mmitte e r e po r ts ,  s ince Marty was no t r e ady y e t  
with t h e  new Club h o u s e  r ule s and application pr oc e d u r e s .  

Und e r  mainte nanc e ,  R o s e  r e por ted that N e w  Mark had s u f f e r e d  h e avy 
d amage f r o m  the r e c e nt s now s to r m  and that Rick was s pe nd ing a 
gr e at d e al o f  time r e m o ving tr e e  limbs .  The B oar d was e nth u­
sias tic about the id e a  o f  le tting anyone in the community u s e  the 
r e s u ltant mulc h .  

U nd e r  old b u s ine s s ,  Walte r s ummarized the me e ting h e ld with Don 
Vand r e y ,  Ass istant City Manage r ,  and B o b  Goodin, Dir e c to r  of 
Public Wo r k s ,  c o nc e r ning paving. The city had tak e n  a hard line 
o n  d e d ication o f  the pr ivate s tr e e ts ,  ar guing that it wo uld b e  
ne c e s s ar y  to r e gr ad e  h ills and po s sibly take d own a f e w  house s .  
Mor e o ver, an actual piggyback ing arrange ment would b e  ille gal. 
N e ve r th e le s s ,  the c ity was willing to s h ar e  its s pe c i f ications , 
give u s  the names o f  all the ir b id d e r s  as well as the price o f  
the winning bid , and let the c o ntractor u nd e r tak e N e w  Mar k ' s  wor k 
prior to d o ing th e c ity's wor k .  T h e y  also agr e e d  to pr o vid e 
nam e s  o f  r e putable e ngine e r s, and , once we have s e le cted an 
e ngine e r , th e city will wor k with him to d e te r mine the s c o pe o f  
the job that is ne e d ed in N e w  Mar k .  It h ad b e e n  obvious that one 
of our bigge5t problem5 would be getting all of the cars out of 
the par k ing lots so that paving c ould tak e place .  Steve r e com­
mend e d  that a c ommitte e be appointed by the B o ar d  to h e ad u p  the 
e f f or t. 
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Rose re p orted that ninety p e o ple still had n o t  paid the f irst 
installment of the ir dues, and that five people h ad not paid the 
full amo u n t .  None of the f iv e  had include d any sort of 
explanation with t h e ir ch ecks. It was agre e d  that late n otices 
would b e  sent to everyo n e . I f  th e f iv e  partial payers did not 
se n d  in the b alance du e ,  a lien would be p laced against their 
prope rty as it would against any othe r  non-payer. 

Under Board e le ctions, Doug had volu nteered to stay on one more 
year, f illing th e u n e xpired term o f  Noe l  Wilk ie , if the Board was 
willing to appoint him, but h e  did not wish to stand f or 
re e lection . E v e ryone agreed that it would b e  invaluable to have 
Doug remain on the Board, but there was some disagreement over 
the wisdom o f  appointing him, particularly in light o f  the f act 
that another candidate, Manny Gordon, h ad applied specifically 
f or the o n e  year term . Mik e move d that all vacancies, including 
the u nexpired term, be sub j ect to community vote . Steve seconde d 
the motion, which was def e ated b y  a 3 to 1 vote (Mike cast the 
dissenting v ote). Ste v e  then mov e d  that Doug be appointed to 
f ill the u n expire d term of Noel Wilk ie . Marty seconde d .  The 
motion passed by a v o te of 5-0 ( Mik e Mille r v o te d  as proxy f o r  Al 
Levit). 

Under insurance , Rose re p o rte d that sh e had g one ove r our p olicy 
with another age n t  an d that h e  f ou n d  it to b e  v e ry g o od and 
comprehensive .  With respect to re suming our umbrella coverage, 
an application had been submitte d to Great American and we were 
waiting to hear f rom th em. 

The f inal results o f  the park ing survey s h o wed 5 3  votes 
one assigned space p e r  townhouse and 38 votes in f av o r . 
o f  this, it was agree d that the idea o f  assigned spaces 
droppe d .  

o p p o sing 
In light 
would b e  

Under new b u siness, Rose announced that a reserve f un d  h a d  b een 
started at Ch e v y  Chase Savings and Loan with an initial balance 
o f  $120, 306. T h e  accoun t  was e arning 6% . 

Recognition was paid to the o rganize rs o f  the International 
Dinner f or p u tting tog e th e r  such a wonder f u l  evening . 

The me e ting was adj ourn e d  at 9 : 00 P . M .  
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NEW MARK COMMONS HOMES ASSOC I AT.I ON, I NC . 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS' MEET ING 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8, 1987 

ATTENDEES : Judy D o ctor, Raj Gup ta, Al Levit, Mike Miller, Steve 
Plotkin, Marty Re is s ,  Rose Krasnow, Howard Groedel 

An inf o rmal me eting o f  the Board was held o n  April 8th to elect 
Board o f f icers and to acquaint the two ne w Board members with th e 
is s ues currently confronting the community . T h e  mee ting b e g a n  at 
7:40 P. H .  

Rose announced that we had received a quo te f o r  a new umbrella 
liability p olicy that was $1000 le s s  than las t year, and that 
f ollowing the Board's previous decis i o n ,  s h e  had proce eded to 
reins titute the two million dollars o f  additional coverag e .  

It was anno unce d that dues were co ntinuing to trickle in b u t  that 
approximately 35 p e rs o ns were s till in arrears. Rose read a dra f t  
o f  a le tter to b e  s e nt to the f ive f amilie s wh o had with h e ld the 
re s e rve p o rtion o f  their due s .  The Board recommended that th e 
wording be tone d down s ligh tly and that the letter s h o u ld als o b e  
s e nt to the 30 p e o p le wh o had, to date, n o t  paid anything at all. 

Ro s e  then inf o rmed the Board that Mr. R o b e rt Walking to n ,  o f  326 
New Mark Es planade, had cut dqwn at leas t 14 trees o n  commu nity 
pro perty . Mr. Walkingto n argued that the tre es were e ith e r  dying 
o r  preventing o ther trees f ro m  gro wing , but according to Ro s e  
this did not s ee m  to be the case. T h e  Board as a wh ole was 
ince nsed but re cognized that this was the type o f  is s u e  where the 
Board's powers are quite limited . Alth o u g h  the Board could 
probably s u e  f o r  the value; cons iderable time and expense would 
be involved . It was agreed to take the f ollowing actions : Steve 
Plo tkin would call Mr . Walking to n to discuss his actions and to 
s e e k  a p o s s ible remedy, 2) Ros e would put a no tice in the 
newsletter that removal of any trees on community p r o p erty 
requires prior approval f ro m  the Board and that f ailure to o btain 
s u ch approval would re s ult in th e prope rty owner- b e ing charged 
f o r  replacement tre e s ,  and 3) Each Board member would view the 
Walking ton damage to see if f urthe r  action was warranted . 

Ros e  informed the Board that a brick wall a t  902 NME was f alling 
over and that the iron railing attached to the wall had come 
comple tely lo o s e ,  creating a de f inite h azard. R o s e  had o btained 
two bids for re placement - one for $2000 and one for $6000 to 
$8000, and s he was uncertain as to wheth e r  the lower one s h o uld 
be accep te d with out knowing more about the co ntracto r ' s  ability . 
T h e  p o ss ibility o f  a railroad tie wall was als o dis cus s e d. T h e  
Board felt that additional estimates s h o u ld b e  o b taine d .  Ro s e  was 
authorized to g o  ahead with the pro j ect if an acce p table 
contractor could be f o u nd who could do the work f o r  $3000 o r  
les s . Any contract a t  a higher f igure would need Board appro val. 

Since the city had s till no t provided the names o f  paving 
engineers and since Rose would be out of commission for a while 
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f ollowing s urgery, the ques tion was raised whether the paving j ob 
s hould be put of f until next year . Tbe Board, eager to do the 
work in '87, as k ed Rose to come up with a brief report outlining 
each s tep that was involved s o  it would be poss ible to determine 
whether the project would be f easible this year. 

Rose pointed out that s he had been remark ably uns u cces s f u l  in 
g etting bids f or reconstruction of the bridge. Several companies 
were willing to rebuild the top but s eemed to have little 
k nowledge of bridge f oundations . Ros e agreed to check with the 
city f or pos s ible contractors and to s ee if the city had certain 
bridge s tandards . She also agreed to redis tribute Rick ' s  original 
s u gges tions f or changing the nature of the bridge. 

Raj wondered i f  it would b e  pos s ible to hold Board meetings in 
h omes around the community s o  that the problems of each 
particular area could be learned in more detail. The general 
f eeling of the Board was that i f  people had problems they s h ou ld 
at leas t be willing to come to the clubhou s e  to discuss them, and 
that the Board s h ould not go out of its way to look f or more 
problems. Marty s u ggested that a Saturday morning drop-in 
at the clubhou s e, s imilar to those held b y  city council me mb e rs 
each week , might b e  better idea. His idea was received f avorably 
b u t  no def inite action was taken. 

Board elections were held at the conclus ion 
Gupta nominated Steve P lotk in as Pres ident. 
the motion, which pas s ed u nanimous ly. Steve 
Reis s as Vice Pres idnet. Judy s econded the 
u nanimously. Judy Doctor was nominated 
Treas urer. Steve s econded the motion, which 

The meeting adjourned at 9:15 P. M. 
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NEW MARK COMMONS HOMES ASSOCIATION, INC. 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS' MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 6, 1987 

ATTENDEES: Judy Doctor, Raj Gupta, i:\l Levi t, Steve Plotkin, 
Marty Reiss, Harvey Scali, David Westreich, Doug Worthing 

The meeting began at approximately 7:40 p.m. Harvey Scali 
came to Community Forum to express his anger about the ti�ees 
Mr. Walkington had cut down and to ask what the Board 
intended to do about it. Following a discussion of possible 
courses of action, the Board passed Doug's motion that Steve 
( 1l meet with Mr. Walkington and request a $250 settlement as 

compensation or 121 seek the Board's approval before settling 
for a lesser amOL\nt .. 

NMC resident David Westrei ch, who has the app1�opn ate 
engineering background, gave the Board guidance on how to 
proceed with the projects of smoothsealing the common area 
parking areas and repairing the bridge and its founddtion. 
He also volunteered to ot-ganize and head Llp the effct-t to 
select an engineer and contl"actor to µ1ar1 and supervise the 
work. David reconmended that we 111 use the same firm to do 
both the paving and the bridge and <2J hire a properly 
certified strLtr:tLir al eng i :11?er to come Ltp with the p 1 ans a_nd 
spe:-:1cifications for designs and oversee the entire pr-ojec:t� 

' 

As a first step we will ask the engineer to certify "".>hethet­
m- not the bridge is safe as it nm� stands. We wi 11 then 
have an idea of whether or not it can be used pending the 
reconstruction. We will also expect the engineer to sign off 
on the safety and quality of all the work after it is 
finished. A rough estimate is that the structural engineer 's 
fee wi 11 be apprrnd ma tel y 8% of the total spent on both jobs, 
although we also have the alternative of paying on an hourly 
basis. David feels there is likely to be little difference 
in the fee structures of the firms doing the work, and that 
cost will not be the major factor in making our choice. 

David Westreich will provide us with the names of 3 or 4 
possible engineering firms he would recommend for the job. 
He also volunteered to draft a Request For Proposal and 
request information on the firms' fee structures and 
qualifications of both individuals and firms. Marty and 
Steve wi JI get togr=ther· with David before the ne><t rneetinq, 
artd then contact the firms.. The Board e�.;;:pressed its sic1cere 
gratitude to David for volunteering to help with this comple>< 
and difficult project. 

Someone whose dttes are late because of financial problems 
received the Boa.rd' s approval to pay ha.l f the dues now (pl us 
late fees) and the remainder in a couple of months, and still 
be able to use the pool. 



Steve reported that he: 

(tl Has heard from a couple of people who are annoyed 
that the issue of numbered spaces in the townhouse par·king 
lots is apparently still unsettled; 

(2) Recently met a representative from the State Highway 
Department who said he wi 1 1  help LtS with landscaping pl ans 
for the portion of the Falls Road interchange that bm-det-s 
our community. Steve will contact representatives from 
ott,er, nearb·y comJnLtr1i ti es to set Ltp a meeting that J::tl l car, 
attend. 

<3) Will check with Rose regarding whether she sent the 
letters discus·3ed at the April meeting to those who still 
haven't paid their dues. 

The meeting adjourned at approximately 8:40 p.m • 

• 
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NEW MARK COMMONS HOMES ASSOCIATION, INC. 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS' MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3, 1987 

ATTENDEES: Tom Bull, Judy Doctor, Raj Gupta, Al Levit, Steve 
Plot��in, Marty Reiss, Doug Worthir1g, Rose Krasnow. 

The June meeting of the New Mark Board was called to order by 
President Steve Plotkin at 7:40 PM. Tom Bull, of 294 New Mark 
Esplanade, was pYesent to elaborate on the erosion pYoblems he 
was encountering on the co1nmon ground adjoining his property_ Mr. 
Bull felt tf1at the runoff was so severe that it might harm tho 
foundation of his house, and he also felt it was contributing to 
the silting of Lake New Mark. Rose said that she had examined the 
area with Rick Winecof f, who had suggested placing upright cement 
bloc��s into the ground. Since the Board lacked the expertise to 
know if such a solution would work. it was agreed that the matteY 
should be referred to the landscape committee for further 
research. 

The minutes and agenda were approved as read� Raj then brought 
up the matter of 274 New Mark Esplanade, a rental property in 
gYeat disrepair� Rose said that more than a year earlier the 
owners had been informed that their property was in violation of 
the covenants given the poor condition of their rear fence. 
However, the owners had not responded. The Board recognized that 
there was a precedent for getting the work done at community 
expense and then suing the owners for reimbursement. It was 
agreed tt1at the Board should once again send a letter to t�1e 
owners (this time by Yegistered mail), infoYming them of the 
approximate cost of the repair if New Mark were to do it and 
giving them a deadline to meet if they wished to get the work 
done themselves� Before drafting such a letteY, Raj GLtpta agreed 
to look at bott1 272 and 274 NME to see if other improvements were 
nmmdmd. 

Alor1g the san1e lines� t•1e Board felt that a registered letter 
should be sent immediately to the owner of 314 NME, who had 
constructed a chain link fence to the rear of his property in 
violation of the covenants� If the fence was not removed by the 
deadline set in tt1e letter, the community would take it down and 
charge the owner. 

Under maintenance� Rose read a letter from Mr. Fitti of 114 NME� 
who complained that his efforts to reseed t•1e bank near his house 
had been ruined by t�1e maintenance staff becaLJse the 1nower blade 
had been set too low. Rose was instructed ta write a letter of 
apology to Mr. Fitti. New Mark would reseed the bank at its own 
expense and would instruct Rick to keep the blade at a higher 
level at all tinies, even in the Spring. 

Rose also pointed out that Rick had now worked ten years for New 
Mark Commons. Al moved that in recognition of ten years of 
service, Rick should receive a bonus of $250. Doug seconded tJ1e 
motior1, w•1ich passed unanimously. 
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UndE�r ()}.(j btt��.;inc;:::ss-t-, Stc�VE' br·ic0fly cJi:::;cLl�5::jc:c:I his:; tc�::;tin·fi::.1ny 1:1t thc1 
c:i ty r:�\.ldiJE•t l--{1;0.:Jr·in9::::.� t·112.• pci i n t: c"?d 1:1\Jt thc:\t thF? C:ity t'!i::'\rll·71.£!F•"( �;till 
i":':\l"£1LtE?d t 1··1 2:\t thE·:: city f·;,0·:1d c!i:;inr:: .c:1 gr r:• .:·:1t dec\11 while: thE' l .... i,;·.tycir E:1ncl 
Council did not realize t}1at the concept of assistance from t�ie 
city had fallen tf1rougJ1� Steve and Marty agreed to follow up with 
Bob Goodin of Public Works tc• see if more substantive results 
could be obtained ir1 the months prior to tt1e November electior1. 
Ir1 additior11 Judy Doctor agreed to contact ot•1er Rockville PRl_J's� 

to see if this was an issue on which we migh·t band together to 
make our argument against the city a stronger one. 

Nonpayment of dues was the first item discussed under old busi­
nessn Rose read registered letters from bot•1 the Hortons and the 

v.•hi::i bi::ith ClYf;!LiE:d 1 that the $6G charged for 
the reserve funcJ was a contribution, not part of the mandatoYy 
dues. While agreeing that the word contribution had not been 
used wisely (since it implied voluntary givir1g), the Board in­
structed Rose to send registered letters requestir1g immediate 
payment, since both the operating and reserve portions of t�10 
assessment were mandatory and authorized by the covenants. It 
was agreed tht if payment was not received in full, lien pro­
ceedings would commenceu 

Rose also reported that 85 persons had not met the June 1st 
deadline for tt1e second installmer1t of the 1987 assessment. 
After considerable discussiony it was agreed that these people 
would not be barred from t•1e pool until they had received a 
letter from the CC)mmunity ir1forming t•1em of tPieir failLtre to pay. 
A�5 for t}1e 10 r1 e ople w•10 •1ad not paid anything in 1987, it was; 
agreed that t }·1ey could be barred from the pool immediately, but 
that t}1ey would receive one last request for payment befo r e lier1 
�Jri::icE�E�cJing::; 1.,.ve1--E1 !Jt:2t,;1Ltn. f�'.t:tj ql.tf.7.>'.:'.:.t:i.i::::1·ic0d wt···iE•thc::;l .. th(2 E{(),O'<Yd 1 • .;.:;;i.��. tcicr 
reticent to place a lier1� He pointed out that if som1nm2one w�10 
•1ad not paid his dues were to sell his unit before a lien harl 
been placed, it wotlld be muct1 more difficL1lt to insure payment. 
It was agreed that Raj and Doug shoLtld study this issue and try 

to develop better guidelines. 

F'.-r::t.j sLtqqc:.::,tr::d th::•t in l19hl i::if ri::;;inf� intf2Fc:·-;;:;t rc1tf?s, t}1E'? E1i::".1,::i.rd 
should look into CD's as an alterr1ative to keeping our reserves 
in a money mar�'et fund. 

Dave Westreicf1 had sent Steve an RFP to find an engineer for both 
the bridge and the paving jobs, but Steve war1ted to Yevise it 
s;Cif\181.VhC;\t UiVE:f1 ()l.\Y C C1ntin L\j, r 1 t;i attE1fnpts tci £:!f.:?t pavin<] Z:\SSJ.i.;;tanCE• 
from the City of Rockville" 

StE::>Vf.7! 2"!'1 J. sci n1E•n ti ()fl E?:d that the State Hig•1way 
AdministYation had cas1�ally offered to send a landscapeY to Now 
Mark to discuss auxiliaYy things that the state could do to 
lessen the effects of tt1e Falls Ro�d Int0Yct1ange. The BoaYd felt 
t•iat two repYesentatives from each of the affected communities 
should be invited to such a m�eting. 

The meetir1g was adjourned at 9:05 PM . 

. -, 
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NEW MARK COMMONS HOMES ASSOCIATION, INC. 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS' MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 1, 1987 

ATTENDEES: Raj Gupta, Al Levit, Steve Plotkin, Doug worthing, 
Rose K r as now 

The meeting 
7 : 45 P . M. 
changed to 
As s ociation 

was called to order by President Steve 
The min utes were approved as r ead . The 

include dis cus s ion of the 1987 Maryland 
Act under new busines s .  

Plotkin at 
agenda was 
Homeowner's 

Under incoming corres pondence, Rose had received s everal letters 
from -res idents who wis hed trees on common ground to be greatly 
pr uned back or r emoved the by As s ociation . Having looked at the 
trees , Ros e did not cons ider them to be actual hazar ds ; rather 
they tended to block light and s hed leaves and limbs . The Board 
agreed to look at 1 Tegner Ct.  and to trim back the Bradford pear 
at 236 NME . However, it was generally agreed that the Boar d need 
not cut down trees unles s s afety was at s tak e. If residents 
wanted to use their own funds tor remove community trees , they 
could do s o  pending approval from the board. 

Raj had planned to write letters to the owners of 272-274 NME 
concerning the dis repair of their property, but before doing s o  
he questioned whether the covenants r eally gave the Board the 
authority to fix items such as fences and s teps in the townhous e 
areas . After reviewing the covenants, it became evident that the 
ambiguity aros e becaus e the covenants had been written with the 
expectation of a townhous e maintenance fund which would insure 
the upkeep of s uch items , but the fund had since been declared 
illegal. one poss ible remedy would be the adoption of "rules " 
that would augment the covenan ts , not change them. In the mean­
time, the Board agreed that we would first check with Licensing 
and I n s pection for the City of Rock ville to s ee if the fence 
qualified as a public s afety hazar d .  

Rose reported that s he had been n otified by the City Planning 
Commis s ion that the Spark s of 20 Watchwater Way had applied for a 
variance to the city's s etback provis ion s .  T o  date, however, no 
ar chitectur al control application had been filed with New Mar k .  
It was agreed that the Spark s s hould be n otified that approval 
from the city to build would be irr elevant unles s New Mark had 
also s een and approved the plans .  The Board also agreed to write 
a letter the Board of Appe als s tating the community's position 
with res pect to the proposed addition. 

The Boar d agreed to pay for two per sons to attend the CAI s eminar 
on collecting delinquent as s es s ments . 

U n der outgoing corr espondence, Ros e read a draft of a letter 
reques ting the Rockville Police to enforce the s peed limit along 
New Mark Es planade by us ing radar . The letter was approved. 
Ros e also r ead the letter s en t  to Mr . Tehrani of 314 NME, in­
for �ing him that his chain link fence was illegal and had to come 
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down by 
lette rs 
paid a ny 

July 31st. She a ls o  
had b e e n  sent to a ll 
portion of their '87 

informe d the Board tha t registe re d 
nine res ide nts who h a d  not a s  ye t 
home owner's due s .  

Unde r ma intena nce , a dis cussion e ns ue d  a s  t o  whe th e r  the brick­
mason re s ponsible for the wall a t  902 NME was in fact b eing 
overpaid s ince the job did not e ntail a s  much work a s  he ini­
tially e xpected. Since the contract was s o  vague a nd s ince Mr. 
Richa rds ' e stimate h a d  b e e n  so much lowe r than oth e r  b ids re ­
ceived, the Board finally agree d  tha t  he should be paid the full 
a mount . Rose also a gre e d  to che ck with Bud Eaton to se e if a ny 
a ction h a d  b e e n  taken concerning the e rosion problem a t  294 N ME. 

Unde r old busine s s, Rose s umma rized a ctions take n conce rning the 
b ridge . Meyer Associatie s ,  recommended by David We s treich, h a d  
inspe cted the bridge but h a d  iss ued a n  almost us e le s s  re port, s o  
Steve P lotkin had a uthorize d tha t  a s e cond opinion b e  obtained 
from Tom Carcaterra, P.E., who h a d  b e e n  recomme nded by Bob Goodin 
of the City of Rockville . It was hope d that b e twe e n  the two the 
Board would have a b e tte r idea of what to e xpect from an e ngi­
nee r's re port in the future a nd of what to do next concerning the 
bridge . It was agre e d  tha t  tha t bridge would be ba rricade d for 
the 4th of July and that the b a rricade probably s h ould not come 
down until repairs were comple te d .  Doug had s ome mis givings a bout 
the ba rricade but said h e  did not object s trongly. 

With respect to dues collection, Doug reported that there were 
two ways the Board could a pproach the problem. 1) A de linque nt 
payer could be taken to small cla ims court . If a judgme nt was 
obtained, a lien could be pla ce d against the a s s e ts of the 
individua l .  2) The de linque nt pa ye r could b e  notifie d of the 
intent to file a lien against the prope rty. The homeowner the n  
would have 30 days in which to a ppeal, a nd the actual lie n could 
not be filed for 120 days . Doug recommended that for claims 
gre a t e r  than $150, both a pproa ch e s  s hould be us e d .  For smaller 
claims (Gr ossmans a nd Hortons), only the s e cond a pproach was 
worthwhile . 

Unde r ne w busine s s ,  Rose re porte d that the large fountain in the 
lake h a d  b e e n  comple tely des troye d by lighte ning . Funds for a 
ne w fountain had b e e n  allocated for fis ca l year ' 89, but s ince 
the e cological balance of the lake clea rly depends upon two 
fountains, th e Board authorized th e e xpe nditure of a pproximately 
$3700 for the imme diate pur cha s e  of a s e cond s tarburst fountain . 
T h e  s ta rb urst was s e le cte d b a s e d  on a b e tter maintenance record 
tha n that e xhibited by the vertical founta in . 

T h e  ne w Maryland Homeowner's Ass ociation Law, which went into 
e ffect on July 1, 1987 , was brought to the Board's a ttention. 
T h e  Board e nthusias tically e ndorse d the law, s ince it requires 
s e lle rs to provide Associa tion Covenants to a ll pros pective 
buyers a nd thereby e liminate s the e le me nt of s urpris e e ncounte re d 
a ll too freque ntly in recent years b y  purch a s e rs who state d  tha t  
th e y  were totally unaware o f  the Ass ociation and its require­
ments. Rose a gr e e d  to put toge the r  a s e lle r's packet tha t  would 
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include the covenants and othe r necessary inf ormation and would 
b e  sold f or a small f e e .  

Under ne w b usiness, several Board members e xpressed concern a b out 
the pool. It seemed tha t life guard cove rage had b e e n  light a nd 
d i s c i pl i ne lax. Steve Plotk i n  agre e d  to talk to T i m  Stewart to 
gain a b etter understanding of pool opera tions . 

R a j  que s t i oned whe the r we s hould put our re s e rve s a nd/or our 
mone y ma rket f unds into CD's at this point. However, since CD ' s  
a re currently paying only 1/2 to 1 1/4 poi nts more than 
current a ccount and since the Board still is not sure when 
mone y will be needed, it was agre e d  to maintain our current 
liqu i d  pos i tion. 

our 
the 

Steve wonde red whethe r it might be pos s i ble to hang a backboa rd 
on our te nnis court f ence to help pla yers who want to practice . 
Doug pointe d out that a b a ck b oard had to be quite b i g  and very 
sturdy . The board a gre e d  to re f e r  the matter to the tenn i s  
comm i ttee f or further study. 

The me e ting was a djourne d at 10:05 P.H. 
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New Mark Commons Homes Association, Inc. 
Board of Directors' Meeting 
Wednesday, August 5, 1987 

ATTENDEES: Suzanne Stimler, Raj Gupta, Al Levit, Mike Miller, 
Steve Plcitkin, Marty F.'.eiss, Dc1Lig Wr:1rt�1ing 

The meeting was called to order by VP Marty Reiss at 7:40 P.M. 
Ms. Suzanne Stimler of 19 Watchwater Way was present at the 
Community Forum to discuss the pYoblems surrounding the building 
plans of her neighbors, the Sparks, of 20 Watchwater Way. The 
Stimlers had been surprised that the Planning Board of Appeals 
had granted a variance to the Sparks, even though it was four 
feet smaller than requested. She felt that her neighbors were 
not being fair or cooperative in their dealings, and she wondered 
what action New Mark might plan, since the community's covenants 
took precedence over the city's ruling. Al moved and Raj seconded 
a motion that the Board disapprove the Sparks' initial applica­
tion for the reasons stated in Steve Plotkin's letter of July 
16th, 1987. The motion passed unanimously. It was agreed that 
R•::.se woctld immediately send a registered letter to the Sparks 
informing them of this decision while telling them that we would 
be happy to consider an amended application. The Board also 

wanted to make sure that all future arch i te, t u r �l 'ontrol 
applications would be disapproved immediately if they were 
incomplete so that there could be no chance that a lack of 
response from the BQard c•:>Ltld be interpreted as approval after 
thirty days. 

The minutes and agenda were approved as read. 

Under cc1rrespc1ndence, f;:'.cise had Yeceived a letter fyom Andy 
Jc,J-1nsc1n, a candidc1te for C:ity Cc1Ltncil, in which he asked fc1r an 
opportunity to present his views to the community. Rose agreed 
to try to set up a candidates' forum, hopefully with Hungerford­
Stoneridge. 

An entrepreneurial group called H.O.A. - FIND had written to 
request a copy of the community's homeowner's documents to help 
sellers i:•:1mply wit�1 the new Maryland Hc1mec1wners Assc11:iati1:1n Law. 
Although there was some debate as to whether such a venture would 
work or why they should get the profit frQm selling our documents 

when we could do so ourselves, it was finally agreed that we 
might as well respond to their request since it might save Rose 
scime time. 

Doug's letter cQncerning the fact that our dispute resolution 
procedure did not appear to be acceptable to the County was 
tabled since Judy Doctor, who worked for the Consumer Affairs 
Office, was not present. The Boayd did acknowledge that the 
amount of funds being offered by the County for roadway mainte­

nance wa• not a significant amount and that it might not bg wisg 
to accept these funds if it meant that the community had to 
submit any dispute to the County for binding arbitration. 



Rose announced that approximately 15 peopl e stil l had not paid 
some or al l of their dues. Raj moved that as soon as any dues 
payment was mcire t�1a.n 3(l days civerdLte, t�1e ccimmLtnity wcnJld send 
out a notice of intent to file a l ien. While i.t was Yecognized 
that most peopl e paid eventually, the Board could not take the 
risk that a property might be sol d before a l ien was in place, 
making it virtual l y  impossibl e to col l ect any arrearages. Steve 
seconded the motion, which passed unanimousl y. 

A recap of events concerning the bridge left everyone feeling 
that Meyer Associates had been very unrel iabl e and that their 
contract was compl etel y unacceptabl e. Steve suaaested that we 
s�1c1Ltl d ct .. .tt ot..tr l osses and run instead cif pL1tting gc1c1d mciney after 
bad. Rose agreed to cal l Tom Carcaterra to see if he could draw 
up the specifications and do the needed inspections for approxi­
matel y the same cost as Meyer Associates. 

Under new bLtsiness, the Bc1aYd agYeed tc1 extend the pc1c1l se.a:scin 
one weekend past Labor Day. Raj stil l e�;pressed his discontent 
over Tim's management of the pool this season, citing lax 
discipl ine (caused in part by the fact that Tim and Ann were no 
l onger al ways present as they had been in the past); Recognizing 
that Tim does ncit Yesp•:=tnd wel l tea ccinstr-t.tctive criticism, Steve 
Pl otkin neverthel ess agreed to tal k to him with the hope of 
convincing him that we stil l very much wanted him to manage the 
pc•c•l , but we wanted it managed as wel 1 as it had been in prior 
years. 

Rose agreed to cal l Publ ic Works to report the hol e in New Mark 
Espl anade at the entrance to the devel opment and to call 
Licensing and Inspection concerning the dil apidated fence at 272-
274 NME. 

In l ight of the numerous compl aints stil l being received concern­
ing the trees near 232-238 NME, the Board reiterated their 
position that there were two reasons for taking down trees: 1) 
for reasons of safety and 2) for aesthetic reasons. The Board 
saw no reason why the community shoul d pay to take down a 
perfectl y healthy tree. If residents wanted such a tree taken 
down they must do the foll owing: 

ll Get Board Approval 
2) Pay for it themselves 
3) Use a bonded tree company 

With respect to the Bradford pear at 234 NME, Rose was to l et 
the residents know that the Board did not l ook favorabl y upon 
their request to have the tree taken down. 

The meeting was adjc•Ltrned at ':l:35 P.M. 



N e w  Ma r k  commo n s  Homes As s o c i a t i on ,  I nc .  
B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r 5  Me e t i ng 
Wed n e s d ay ,  S e p t e mb e r  2 ,  1 9 8 7  

ATTENDEES ; ...1 1.:u:iy f) o c t or , R a j  G1J p t a  / R o s e  K :r a s r1 o w ,  t-L i. k e  M i  1 1  e r ,  
S t eve P l o t k i n ,  We ndy P l o t k i n  

The me e t i ng was ca l l e d  t o  o r d e r  b y  P r e s i d e n t  S t e ve P l o t k i n  a t  
7 : 5 0 P . M .  We n d y  P l o t k i n  had c ome t o  t h e  c o mmu n i t y f o r um t o  
e x pr e s s  h e r  d i smay w i t h  t h e  d e p l o r a b l ci ,c; t a t e  o f  t h e  e x t Ei r i  o r  o f  
rna n:t i�i ornes i n  t l1e c o mrnu n i ty . S h e  w,:ts h op i n g t h a t  t he Board c: o u l d  

d o  s ome t h i n g  t o  ma k e  i t:  k n own t h a t: N e w  Ma r k  wo u l d  n o t  t o l e r a t e  
t h i s  l a ck o f  r e ga r d  f o r  p r o pe r t y .  R o s e  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  s h e  h a d  
j u s t  x· ece i ve d  a l e t t e r  f r om t h e  c i t y  s t a t i ng t ha t  i t  was 
u nd e r ta k i n g a code e n f o r c e me n t  p r o g r a m .  We n d y  a g r e e; d  t o  c a l l  Mr . 
S a j a u s k a s  o f  L i c e n s i ng a n d  I ns p e c t i on t o  s e e  i f  we c o u l d  wor k  
w i. t h  t h e m . I t  wa s a l s o  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e  B o a r d  wo u l d  t a k e  ·'> wa l k  
t h r o ug h  t h e  commu n i t y  o n  S a t u r d a y ,  S e p t e mb e r  5 a t  1 0  P . M . . We n d y  
s a i d  t h a t  s h e  wo u l d  be w i l l i n g  t o  d r a f t  a l e t t e r  t h a t  c o u l d  b e  
s e n t  t o  e a c h  r e s i d e n t  out l i n i ng t h e  c o r r e c t i ve act i on s  t h a t  we r e  
n e c e s sa r y .  M i k e  f e l t  that t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  a n e ws l e t t e r  a r t i c l e  
i n f or m i n g  r e s i d e n t s  t h a t  s u c h  l e t t e r s  wo u l d  b e  s e n t . R a j  a s k e d  
i f  we h a d  s e t  c r i t e r i a  g o ve r n i nq e x t e r i o r ma i n t e n a nc e . 

The m i n u t e s  a n d  a g e n d a  we r e  appr o v ed a s  r e ad . S t e ve a n n o u n c e d  
t h a t  M i k e  S nyder o f  t h e  S t a t e  H i ghway Admi n i s t ra t :l o n  h a d  a g r e e d  
t o  c ome t o  t h e  October B o a r d  Me e t i ng . S i nc e  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t he 
v i s i t  was t o  l e t  tl1e Bo.3rd v o i ce t lrn i r  conce r ns i n  a f a ce - t o ·· f:ace 

me e t i n g ,  S teve h a d  n o  w i s h  t o  t u r n  t h i s  i nt o  a c ommun i ty- w i d e  
f o r um .  Howeve r ,  i t  was f i na l ly a g r e e d  t h a t  M r . S nyd e r ' s  p r e s e n c e  
s h o u l d  be me n t i o n e d  i n  t he n e ws l e t t e r ' s  r e g u l a r  n o t i c e  o f  the 

O f: t o b e r  rne e t i n 9 . 

!Jnd e :t  c oi: r; e s po n d e nce , Ros e r e a d  a l e t t e r  f r om Mr . Wa l k i ngt o n  i n  
wh i c h  he a g a i n  e x p r e s s ed a d e s i r e  t o  h a ve a l l  t r e e s  t h a t  l e a n e d  
t oward h i s  p r o p e r ty r e move d . I t  w a s  5 ugge s t e d  t h a t  R o s e  s h o u l d  
ca l l  t h e  Ag r i c u l t u r a l  E x t e n s i o n O f f i c e  t o  s e e  i f  i t  was p o s s i b l e  
t o  have a r e p r e s e n ta t i v e  c o me o u t  a n d  e x a m i n e  o u r  t r e e s  t o  s e e  
i f ,  i n  f a c t , m o r e  o f  t h e m  s h o u l d  c o me d own . I t  wa s a l :> o  
s ugge s t e d  t h a t  we c o n t a c t  Dave H o o ve r , a r e s i d e n t  w i t h  a d e g r e e  
i n  f o r e s t r y ,  t o  s e e  i f  h e  m i g ht be ab l e  t o  a d v i s e  us . T h e  B oard 
p la n n e d  to l o o k  at Wa l k i ng t o n ' s  t r e e s  on the S a t u r d a y  wa J k ·  
t h r o u g h . 

R o s e  had r e ce i ve d  a r e q u e s t  f r om Ma r i o n  H o n l g ,  who w i s he d  t o  u s e  
t h e  C l u b h o u s e  e ve r y  M o n d a y  n i g ht f o r  a me e t i ng o f 3 0  M a r y  K a y  
Cosme t i c  :t: f:.:> p r e s e nt a t i ve s � Mar i o n  won d e r e d  i f  w e  c o u l d  o f f e r  a 
r e d u c e d  r a t e . S t e ve moved t h a t  we o f f e r  Mar i o n  t h e  C l ub h o u s e  f or 
1 / 2  the u B u a l r a t e  ( $ 5 0 ) w i t h  t h e  Lrnd e r s ta n d i n g  t h a t  'l f  we n e e d  
t h e  c l u b h o u s e  w e  w i l l  '°' t i l l  be e n t i t l e d  t o  u s e  l t  ( wi t h 
a ppr opr i a t e  n o t i c e } .  Judy s e c onded the mot i on . The f i r s t  vote 
p r o d u c e d  2 v o t e s  i n  favor a nd 2 abstent i o n s . After f u r t h e r  
d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e  mo t i o n pa s s e d  una n i mous l y .  



Don rJang l o f f  o f  t h e  Ar c:}·1 1 tec: t u r a l con t r o l  c�ornrn 1 t t e e  w i s l�ie i] the 
Board t o  c o ns i d e r  Jeanne B e r n a r d ' s  r e q u e s t  to pa i nt h e r  townhouse 
a t  1 3 8  NME grey w i t h  a mar o o n  d o o r . He f e l t  t h."lt t h i s  wa:3 a 
s i g n i f i cant d e par t ur e f r om the c u r r e n t  c o l or s o  he w i s h e d  t o  
o b  t a  i n  t h e  B o a r d ' :"· i mpu t . I t  was a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e  B o a r d  wou l d  
l o ok a t  t h e  un i t  d u r i n g  t he wa l k ·· t h r o u g h . 

Under ma i nt e nance , Rose r e po r t e d  tl'lat t h e  Hea l t h  Depar tme n t  was 
n o w  r e q u i r i. n g  t h a t  t h e  h i g h  d .ive e i t h e r  be made o p e ra t .l ona l or be 
t a k e 11 d own e nt i r e l y .  R o s e  s a i d  t}·1a t  e s t i n-1.at e s  we r e  })e i n <J 
o bt a i ned t o  t a k e  i t  d o wn a l t o g e t he r . 

Unde r  o f f i ce r ' s  r e p or t s ,  T r e a s u r e r  J u d y  D o c t o r  r e p o r ted t h a t  
b u d g e t  t i me w a s  a p p r oa c h i n g  and t h a t  a t i me t a b l e wou l d  be handed 
o u t  at t h e  O c t o b e r  mee t i ng . S h e  a l s o  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a f te r  
1.it t e n d i r1g CAI ' s  seminar o n.  c1e l 1 r1quet1t r1ue s ,  i t  WCL '3 c l ea r t o  lier 
t h a t  we s h o u l d  I nd e e d  a c t  w i t h  a l l  d u e  s p e e d  w i t h  r e s pec t t o  
f i l i ng l i e n s  o r  we wer e  n o t  car r y i ng out o u r  f i du c l a r y  
r e s p o ns i b i l i t i e s . I f  a l i e n l s  n o t  p e r f e c t e d  be f o r e  bankr uptcy 
occ1Jr s ,  t J:-1e c0rnrnv. n l t y  i. �:: lr1 n o  ·wa.y f?Zotec:tec1 � R o s e  was C'.o nceL· ned 
t h a t  t h e  B o a r d ' s  d ec i s i o n  t o  f i l e l i e ns a s  s o o n  a s  d u e s  we r e  3 0  
days i n  a r r e a r s  would p r e ve n t  p e o p l e  f r om be i n g  a b l e  t o  work out 
::t rnor e  f l e x i b l e  payrne nt sched u l e . I t  v:a ;;:: a g r e e c1 t h a t  Y.le ne e(1ec1 
to f i nd o u t  j us t  h o w  much i t  costs t o  f i l e  a l i e n . S t eve moved 
t h a t  i f  the c o E> t  i n v o lved was l e s s  t h a n  $ 2 5 . 0 0 ,  r e s i de n t s  s h o u l d  
b e  a l l owed t o  tJay the l x  dt1e�3 over a. s i �< rnor1tl1 p e :r i. o(l })u,t t i·1e c o s t  
o f  t h e  l i e n  s h o u l d  b e  f i 9u r e d  i n t o  the payme nts . I f  t h e  c o s t  was 
g r eater t h a n  $ 2 5 . 0 0 ,  a new p o l i cy wo u l d  be n e ce s sa r y . Memb e r s  
a 1 s o  1;iue s t i or1ec1 h o w  a. pe r s or1 ' :::; c:r e i:i i t  r .� t. i rl(:f w.:1 s .� f f e c t e d  }:;y the 
J. i, e n . The ma t t e r  was t a b l e d  f or f ur ther s t udy . 

R o s e  had ca l le d  t h e  county t o  l e a r n  t ho s t a t u s  o f  o u r  r e q ue s t f o r  
r e i mbur sement o f  f unds f o r  r oadway ma i nt e nance . S h e  was t o l d  
t h a t  o u r  r e q u e s t  h a d  b e e n  appr oved b u t  had t h e n  b e e n  p u l l e d  
because we we re w i t h i n  Rockvi. l l e ' s  C i ty L i m i t fs a n d  t h e r e f or e  i t  
was unce r l c:i. i n  :=t s t o  whe t h e r  vve wer e  e l i g i b l e . Ra j p o i 11tec1 o u t  
t h a t  we h a d  a l e t t e r  f r om t h e  c i ty a t t o r ney s tat i ng t h a t  we we r e  
i nd e e d  e l i g i b l e . I f  we a r e  a c t ua l ly tur n e d  d o wn ,  Ra j f e l t  we 
mus t  l e t  t h e  c i ty k n o w  i mme d i ate ly . 

R o s e  r e p o r t ed tha t the s p a r k s  never c l a i med t h e  c e r t i f i e d ,  r e t u r n  
r e c e i p t l e t t e r  that t he B o a r d  had s e n t  t o  t h e m  t e l l i n g  them t h a t  
the i r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c o nt r o l  r e q u e s t  had b e e n  d e n i e d . Rose had 
put a copy o f  t he l e t t e r  under the i r  d o o r ,  howeve r ,  and S t eve had 
v e r ba l l y i n f o rmed t h e m  o f  the B o a r d ' s  d e c i. s i o n . I t  wa :5 a g r eed 
t h a t  n o t h i ng e l s e  c o u l d  be d o n e  f or t he p r e s e nt . 

Rose a nnounced t ha t  a 
Hung e r f or d / S t one r i dge and 
21st in o u r  c lubhouse . 

c.311d id a t e ' s  
Mar kwo o d ,  

f o r um, s p o n s o r e d  b y  NMC, 
wa.s s c h e d u l e d  f o r  O c t o b e r  

W l  ttt :re s p e c t  
star t i rrg a l l  
As o o c i a te s ;  3 )  

t o  t h e  br i dge , seve r a l  opt i ons 
ove r w i t h  a new e n g i n e e r ;  

us i n g  one o f  the l a ndscapers 

v.re r e  d 1 sct.1sset"1 :  1 }  
2 )  u s i n g Meye r '"  
who had g i ve n us a 



b i d  b o t  a p pa r e n t ly h a d  l i t t l e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  br i d ge b u i l d i n g ,  4 )  
r e de s i gn i ng t h e  br i d g e ,  o r  5 )  ca l l i n g  P e t e r  W i l s o n ,  who had b e e n  
r e c o mme n d e d  b y  b o t h  Ca r c a t e r r a  a n d  We s t r e i c h ,  t o  s e e  i f  he c o u l d  
t a k e  Car c a t e r r a ' s  wr i t t e n  s ugges t i o ns a n d  g i ve u s  a b i d . T h e  
l a s t  o p t i o n was c h o s e n . I t  was a l s o  s u g g e ii t e d  t h a t  we s h o u l d  be 
a b l e  to get the c i ty to i n s pe c t  t h e  wo r k . 

T h e  me e t i n g  ad j o u r n e d  a t  9 : 3 5 P . M .  



NEW MARK COMMONS HOMES ASSOCIATION 
BOARD OF D IRECTOR S '  MEETING 
OCTOBER 7, 1987 

ATTENDEE S :  J u dy D o ct o r ,  Raj Gupta, Al Le v i t ,  Steve P lot k l n ,  Ma r t y  
Re i s s ,  D o u g la s  Wo r t h i ng ,  R o s e  K r a s n ow, R o n  Ande r s on, Opa l C o mb s ,  
D e a n e  D u ca r ,  D o n  Ga n g lo f f ,  Fr a n k  K a l i n ,  D i ck & A n n  Lea r y, S i ma 
O s do by, J e a n  Raws o n, Don & L i n da S i lve r s m i t h, Ge n e v i e ve W i ms a t t  

T h e  me e t i ng was ca lled t o  o r de r  b y  P r e s i de n t  Steve P lot k i n  a t  7 : 4 0  
P . M .  T h e  m i n u t e s  we r e  a pproved, but t h e  a g e n da was chan g e d  t o  n o t e  
t h e  f a ct t h a t  Mr . M i ch a e l  Snyder o f  t h e  State H i g h wa y  Adm i n i s t r a t i o n  
had i na dve r t a n t ly come t h e  n i gh t  be f o r e  a n d  would n o t  b e  pr e s e nt t o  
a ddr e s s  t h e  commun i t y ' s  con ce r ns a b o u t  t h e  Falls R o a d  Int e r ch a n g e . 
W i t h  r e s pe ct t o  that i s s ue ,  L i n da S i lve r s m i t h  s t r e s s e d  the n e e d  t o  
r e pa i nt t h e  l i n e s  at Ma r yla n d  Ave n u e  a n d  Falls R o a d  t o  ma k e  i t  s a f e r  
f o r  ch i ldr e n  t r y i ng t o  r ea ch J u l i us We s t  M i ddle Sch o o l .  Ma r t y  
Re i s s ,  s pe a k i ng o n  b e h a lf o f  Mar k  We t t e r ha h n ,  e x pr e s s e d  con ce r n  
a b o u t  t h e  po s s i ble clo s i ng o f  Seven Lock s R o a d  i n  N o vemb e r ,  long 
b e f o r e  the o t h e r  r oa d  i mpr oveme n t s  we r e  i n  place . He a ls o  wonde r e d  
i f  t h e r e  was t o  b e  a t u r n  lane f o r  t r a f f i c  t r yi ng t o  t u r n  o n t o  
P o t o ma c  Valle y R oa d .  

Dur i ng t h e  commu n i t y  f o r u m, R o n  Ande r s o n  
ma i nt e nance : t h e  lack o f  e dg i n g ,  we e ds 
a n d  t h e  f a ct t h a t  t h e  g r a s s  was be i n g  
Wh i le Steve Plotk i n  a g r e e d, h e  s t r e s s e d  
be e n co u r a g e d  t o  ma i n ta i n  t h e  par k i n g  
S i lve r s mi t h  s u g g e s t e d  that we h a ve a 
cle a n i n g  ( Ea r t h  D a y )  e ve r y  yea r . 

s po k e  o f  t h e  h<tph a za r d  lawn 
i n  all o f  t h e  cur b  cr a ck s ,  
t a k e n  over b y  cr a bg r a s s . 
that t o wnh o u s e  o wn e r s  mus t  

lots t h e ms e lve s . L i n da 
s ch e du le d  spr i ng a n d  f a ll 

A group o f  homeowners f r o m  t h e  lower 200 block we r e  also pr e se n t  t o  
s pe a k  a b o u t  t h e  lack o f  a de qu a t e  ma i nt e na n ce . Spo k e s pe r s o n  Fr a n k  
K a l i n  s a i d  t hat i n  h i s  v i e w  t h e  pr oblem was s e ve r e ;  t h a t  R i ck wa s 
n o t  k e e p i n g  u p  t h e  common g r ounds a n d  t ha t  t h e  co ve nants we r e  n o t  
b e i ng e n f o r ce d  t o  i ns u r e  ma i nt e n a n ce o f  i nd i v i dual u n i t s . He 
u r g e d  mor e  commu n i t y  i n volvement along w i t h  a s pe c i a l  a s s e s s me n t  t o  
g i ve t h e  commu n i t y  t h e  f u n ds i s  n e e ds . He wonde r e d  why t h e  
commu n i t y  h a d  n o t  s e nt o u t  le t t e r s  f o llo w i n g  t h e  Boar d ' s  walk ­
t h r o u g h  i n  Septembe r .  St e ve po i nt e d  o u t  that t h e  walk h a d  n e v e r  
b e e n  comple t e d  but t ha t  le t t e r s  would b e  s e nt out i n  t h e  f ut ur e . H e  
urged Frank to j o i n  the landscape c omm i t t e e ,  but Frank pre ferred the 
a r ch i t e ct u r a l  cont r o l  commi t t e e  b e ca u s e  i t  has t h e  power o f  
e n f o r ce me n t . Frank u r g e d  that t h e  b o a r d  n o t  s h y  a wa y  f r o m  t e s t  
cas e s . H e  a s k e d  t h a t  t h e  Boa r d  g i ve h i m  a mandate , de l i n e a t i n9 j us t  
h o w  f a r  h e  could g o .  Ste ve a g r e e d  that t h e  pr oblem s h o uld not be 
ne g le c t e d  any f u r t h e r  and that the Board would cho o s e  a cou r s e  o f  
a ct i o n a n d  le t Fra n k  k n o w .  

O t h e r  s u g ge s t i ons put fo r t h  a t  t h e  f or u m  we r e  t h a t  t h e  commu n i t y  
s ho u ld h i r e  a pr o f e s s i o n a l  landsca pe r who could come u p  w i t h  a plan 
f o r  t h e  whole commu n i ty, a n d  that i t  m i g h t  be a g o o d  i de a  to h a ve 
block o r  a r e a  capt i a ns who would o ve r s e e  only s ma ll por t i on s  o f  t h e  



community and could whip u p  e nt h u s iasm and serve as a liason with 
Rose t o  advise what t o  do in each are a .  Linda Silve rsmith h o p e d  
t hat w e  would g o  ahe ad and g e t  some new t re e s  plan t e d  along t h e  lake 
s o  t hat t h e y  c ould t a k e  h o ld and h e lp with e rosion c ontrol b e fore it 
be c ame n e c essary t o  remove t h e  willows . 

Raj Gup t a  ale rt e d  t h e  Board t o  t h e  fact t h at t h e  whole 300 block had 
re c e n t ly e x p e rie n c e d  flooding and t h at t he problem se eme d to be 
cause d b y  inade quate drainage on t h e  c ommon g ro u n ds b e hind t h e  
affe c t e d  units. He had spok e n  t o  a contractor who s ug g e s t e d  t hat we 
n e e de d  a tre n c h  approximat e ly 2 fe e t  wide and 6-8 inc h e s  de e p .  The 
Board gave Ro s e  t h e  g o - ah e ad to seek an e s t imate from t h e  
c o n t rac tor, wh i. le at t h e  same t ime c h e c k in g  t o  se e if Rick could do 
t h e  work himse l f .  

Under incoming c orre s po n de n c e ,  St e ve Plot k in h ad re c e ive d a le t t e r  
from se veral re s i de n t s  o f  t h e  300 block who were disgruntle d  t h at 
t h e  c r abapple tree s had b e e n  remove d from t h e  common grounds with n o  
prior n o t ific atio n  t o  t h e  re s ide n t s  and t h at t h e y  h a d  b e e n  replac e d  
with " s pindly" che r ry t rees. While agreeing t hat t h e  Board should 
make it a p o licy to notify r e s ide n t s  whenever s ome t hing was t o  be 
done t hat affe c t e d  t h em, St eve felt t he le t t e r  was u n fair and h e  
offe re d t o  wr ite a response . 

Under main t e n ance, Rose s ummed u p  Rick ' s  performanc e  review b y  
s t ating t h at it was st ill clear t h at t oo muc h t ime was b e ing was t e d  
and t hat more s pe cific we e kly t a s k s  n e e de d  t o  b e  assig ne d .  The 
Board urg e d  Ros e t o  b e c ome as firm as n e c e s s ary . 

U n de r  old b u sin e ss ,  t h e  Board reassessed t h e ir actions concer ning 
t h e  Wals h ' s  o f  2 Harlow Ct . ,  wh o had pain t e d  t h e ir h o u s e  pea-green 
wit h o u t  filing an arc hi t e c t ural control application . The Wals h ' s  
had writ t e n  t h e  Board a le t t e r  in which t h e y  lis t e d  all t h e  h ome s 
p a l n t e d  a similar c olor as well as home s t hat were pain t e d  in 
various o ff-beat h u e s .  The Board decided t hat t h e  Wals h h o u s e  would 
not b e  a good t e st c as e ,  particularly since t h e  c o lor was within t h e  
rang e  o f  c olors re pre se n t e d  in t h e  c ommunit y .  More over, t h e  Walsh ' s  
had f o l lowed a reas onable procedure when s e l ect i ng the c o l or , even 
t h o u g h  it was n o t  t h e  communit y ' s procedure . Rose was ins truc t e d  
t o  le t t h e  Wals h's k no w  t h at t h e  c olor would b e  allowed t o  stand, 
but t hat t h e i r  ar gume nt t hat t he Boar d had not e n f o r c ed t h e  
cove n a n t s  i n  t h e  p a s t  was irrelevant. I nde e d, t h e  Board wan t e d  t o  
not i fy the e n t i re commu n i ty that non-e n forc e me nt of t h e  cove n ants i n  
t h e  p a s t  in n o  way b o u n d  t his b o ard t o  a p o licy o f  n o n -enforc e me n t ,  
and if t h e  arch i. t e c t u ral c o n t ro r  pro c e dures we r e  n o t  fol lowed, 
re s ide n t s  ran t h e  risk of h aving t o  redo t h e ir proj e c t  regardle s s  o f  
t h e  c os t  invo lve d .  

The Board dis c usse d t h e  fairne ss o f  t h e  e n g in e e ring bill from 
Me ye r ' s  As s ociate s  and agreed t h a t  t h e  invoice for $ 8 3 6  did no t s e e m  
j us t ified i n  ligh t  o f  t h e ir writ t e n  c o n t ract s t at in g  t h a t  t h e  work 
c omple t e d  and authoriz e d  by t h e  Board for t h e  bridge ins pec t io n  and 
d r awi ngs amount e d  t o  $ 6 7 5 . 0 0 .  R.o s e  was i n s t r ucted t o  let t h e m  k n ow 
o f  our fe e l i n g s .  As far as the b r i dge i tself was conce rne d, Rose 



a g r e e d  t o  c ontact N e i l  F i tzs i mo ns , a n  e n g i n e e r  wh o h a d  b e e n  h i g h ly 
r e c o mme nded t o  us by Ame r i ca n a  Cente r ,  t o  s e e  i f  h e  c o u l d  g e t  t h e  
p r o j e c t  o f f  t h e  g r o und . 

Judy D o c t o r  h a n d e d  o ut t h e  p r o po s e d  budget c o mm i t t e e s  a nd t i me ta b l e . 
I t  was a g r e e d  that a c ommun i ty f o r um ,  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  November 1 8 ,  
s ho u l d  b e  h e l d  b e f o r e  t he b u d g e t  was a ppr oved b y  t h e  B o a r d . 
S te ve P l ot k i n  a g r e e d  t o  b e  t he mod e r a t or f o r  t h e  Cand i d a t e ' s  F o r um 
t o  b e  h e l d  o n  O c t o b e r  2 1 . 

R o s e  a nn o u n c e d  that we had r e c e i ve d  a c h e c k  i n  t h e  amount o f  
$ 2 2 1 4 . 8 2  f r o m  t h e  c o unty ' s  r o a d  r e i mb u r s e me n t  p r o g r a m .  T h e  B o a r d  
a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e  money s h o u l d  b e  p l a c e d  i n t o  t h e  r e s e r ve f und . 
Howeve r ,  D o u g  s u g g e s t e d  that we not d e p o s i t  t h e  c h e c k  unt i l  we had a 
l e t t e r  f r om t h e  c ounty c on f i r m i ng that a cc e pt a n c e  o f  t h e  f u n d s  d i d  
n o t  c ommi t u s  t o  b i nd i ng a r b i t r a t i o n .  J u d y  a g r e e d  t o  g e t  s u c h  a 
l e t te r . 

U n d e r  n e w  b u s i ne s s , R o s e  had obta i ned two b i d s  f o r  t h e  r e mova l o f  
t h e  h i g h  d i ve .  One b i d ,  f r o m  a r e c o g n i z e d  p o o l  c o mpany, was 
cons i de r a b l y  h i g h e r  t h a n  a b i d  f r om a r e c e n t l y  o r g a n i ze d  g r o u p  that 
T i m  S t e wa r t  k n e w .  T h e  B o a r d  gave R o s e  t h e  a u t h or i t y  t o  a c c e pt t h e  
l owe r b i d  o n l y  i f  t h e  p e o p l e  i nv o l v e d  we r e  b o nd e d ,  l i ce n s e d ,  a nd 
i ns u r e d . 

T h e  me e t i ng was a d j o u r n e d  a t  1 0 : 1 0 P . M .  



NEW MARK COMMONS HOMES AS S OC I !�T I ON ,  I NC .  
BOARD OF D I RECTOR S ' MEET I N G  
WEDN E S DA Y ,  NOVEMBER 4 ,  1 9 8 7  

ATTENDE E S : J u d y  D o c t o r , R a j  G u pt a ,  R o s e  K r a s n ow, A l  L e v i t ,  M i k e  
M i l l e r ,  Ma r t y  R e i s s ,  Doug Wo r t h i ng ,  A l e x  B e l i d a ,  Ma r c i a  D o uma , W i n n i  
H e r r ma n n ,  D o n  S i l v e r s m i t h ,  Ma r k  We t t e r ha h n . 

T h e  me e t i ng was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  7 : 4 0 P . M .  by V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  
Ma r t i n  R e i s s .  The B o a r d  a g r e e d  w i t h  Don S i l v e r s m i t h  t h a t  we s ho u l d  
wr i t e  l e t t e r s  o f  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  t h e  n e w  c i ty mayor a nd c o u nc i l . 
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i t  wa s s ug g e s t e d  t h a t  we a l s o  t r y  t o  s c h e d u l e  a 
br e a k f a s t  me e t i n g  b e t we e n  t h e  B o a r d  o f f i ce r s  a n d  t he n e w l y  e l e c t e d  
o f f i c i a l s  s i n c e  t h e r e  we r e  ma ny o u t s t a n d i ng i s s u e s  t h a t  n e e d e d  t o  b e  
a d d r e s s ed a s  qu i ck l y a s  p o s s i b l e . 

F e a t u r e d  g ue s t s  f o r  t h e  e ve n i ng we r e  M r . M i c ha e l  s n yd e r ,  D .l s t r l c t  3 
E n g i n e e r  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  H i g hway Adm i n i s t r a t i o n ,  a nd Mr . ch.:i r l e s  
Adams , L a n d s c a p e r ,  who h a d  c ome t o  a ns we r  t h e  c o mmun i t y ' s  c o nc e r n s  
r e ga r d i n g  t h e  Fa l l s  R o a d  I n t e r c h a n ge . Mr . S nyd e r  s a i d  t h a t  t he 
e n t i r e Fa l l s  R o a d  I n te r c ha n g e  P r o j e c t ,  i nc l ud i ng t h e  w i d e n i ng o f  
Fa l l s  R o a d  f r om Ma r y l a nd Ave nu e  t o  R i t c h i e  P a r k wa y ,  s h o u l d  b e  
c o mp l e t e d  b y  D e c e mb e r  o f  1 9 8 9 . 'fh e  f i r s t  two r amps ( Ex i t i ng f r o m  
N o r t hb o un d  I - 2 7 0  a n d  e n te r i n g t o  g o  s o ut hb o u n d  o n  I - 2 7 0 ) wi l l  o p e n  
i n  D e c e mb e r  o f  1 9 8 8 .  T h o s e  a t t e nd i n g  e x pr e s s e d  g r e a t  d i s ma y  u p o n  
h e a r i ng t h a t  S e v e n  L o c k s  R o a d  was t o  b e  c l o s e d  b e t we e n  T h a nk s g i v i ng 
a nd Chr i s tmas o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  ye a r . S pec i f i ca l l y ,  Mr . S nyd e r  a g r e e d  
t o  g o  back and l o o k  a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  opt i ons : 

l l  How l on g  c o u l d  the c l os i n g  o f  S e v e n  L o c k s  b e  d e l ayed ?  
2 )  C o u l d  Fa l l s  R o a d  b e t we e n  M a r y l a nd & R i t c h i e  be w i d e ne d  be f o r e  

S e v e n  Ii o c k s  was c· l os ed � 

J I  At t h e  ve r y  l e a s t , c o u l d  a t u r n s i g n a l be i ns t a l l e d  f o r  
t r a f f i c  t u r n i ng l e f t  f r om Fa l l s  R o a d  o n t o  R i t c h i e  P a r k way? 

Mr . Synde r ,  who s e e me d  s ur pr i s e d  to l e a r n  t ha t  P o t omac Va l l e y  wou l d  
b e  p a r t  o f  t he Fa l l s R oa d / Ma r y l a nd Ave n u e  i n t e r s e c t i o n ,  iJ a i d  t h a t  h e  
wo u l d  v e r i f y t ha t  we wer e  c o r r e c t ,  s i n c e  i t  iJ e e me d  o b v i o u s  t h.;; t n o  
o n e  wo u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  g e t  i n  o r  o u t  o f  New Ma r k  o t h e r wi s e . H e  d i d  
c o n f i rm t h a t  a l l  t r a f f i c g o i ng S o u t h  o n  Fa l l s R o a d  wou l d  have t o  
s t o p  a t  t h e  l i g h t ,  t h u s  I mp r o v i n g  t h e  s< a f e ty o f  c h i l d r e n  t r y:l n g  t o  
r e a c h  J u l i u s  We s t .  

Mr . .  Aclams s ta t ed that n o i s e  bar r i er s  we r e  p l a nned f o r  t he s o u t h e a s t  
a n d  n o r thwe s t  q ua d r a n t s o f  t h e  i n t e r c h a n g e . Ma r c l. a  D ouma was ve r y  
u p s e t  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  n o  s u c h  b a r r i e r  was p l a n n e d  f or t h e  n o r t h e a s t  
q u a d r a n t  bo r d e r i n g  J u l i us We s t .  A l t h o u g h  Mr . Adams s i ad t h a t  t h e  
e n v i r onme n t a l  s t ud y  h a d  r e ve a l e d t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  d i d  n o t  n e e d  the 
n o i s e p r o t e c t i on ,  h e  a g r e e d  t o  g o  b a c k  a n d  r e v i e w  t h e  d a t a  s i nc e  h e  
h a d  n o t  b e e n  i nv o l v e d  i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  d e t e r m i na t i o n .  He s t r e s s e d  
t h a t  t h e  s ta t e  t a k e s  s t e p s  t o  a l l e v i a t e n o i s e  whe n e v e r  t h i s  c a n  be 
d o n e  a t  a c o s t  l e s s  t h a n  $ 4 0 , 0 0 0  per i mp a c t e d  r e s i d e nc e  - a f i gu r e  
muc h h i gh e r  t h a n  t h a t  o f  a n y  o t h e r  s t a t e . He a l s o  s a i d  t ha t  a f t e r  
t h e  i n t e r change i s  oper a t i o na l ,  the n o i s e  s t udy can b e  r e d one . He 
a d m i t t e d  t h a t  n o i s e  s t ud i e s  had not b e e n  d on e  f o r  t h e  We s t m o n t  t r a c t  



b e c a u s e  h e  
a r ea s . On 
l a nds ca p i ng 
p r o j e c t  wa s 

s a i d  t h e  
a mo r e  
pr o j e c t s 

c omp l e t e . 

s t a t e  c o u l d  n o t  a f f o r d  t o  l o o k  a t  undeve l o p e d  
p o s i t i ve n o t e ,  h e  s a i d  t h a t  s e ve r a l  ma j o r 

wou l d  b e  un d e r t a k e n  once t h e  e n t i r e  I - 2 7 0  

Mr . S nyde r  a g r e e d  w t t h  t h e  c i ty t h a t  i t  was un l i k e ly t h a t  t r u c k s  
wo u l d  b e  a l l o wed o n  Ma r y l a nd Ave n u e . M o r e ov e r , s i gn i ng o n  2 7 0  wo u l d  
i nd i ca t e  t h a t  2 8  s h o u l d  b e  u s e d  t o  r e a c h  R o c k v i l l e . Neve r t h e l e s s ,  
h e  s a i d  t h a t  t r u c k s  c o u l d  n o t  b e  pr oh i b i t e d  f r o m  t h e  Fa l l s R o a d  
I nt e r cha ng e  a l t o g e t h e r  because i t ' s  i l l e g a l  t o  k e e p  t r u c k s  o f f  o f 
s t a t e  r oa d s  e x c e p t  f o r  r e a s o n s  o f  s a f e t y .  S i n c e  Fa l l s i s  c o n s i d e r e d  
a s e c o n d a r y  r oa d , o n l y  sma l l  i mp r oveme n t s  we r e  p l a nn e d  f o r  t h e  r oa d  
n o r t h  o f  J u l i us We s t . 

A f t e r  o u r  g u e s t s  d e pa r t e d ,  t he m i n u t e s  a nd ag e nda we r e  a pp r oved a s  
r e a d . Und e r  c o r r e s p o nd e nc e , R o s e  had r e c e i ve d  a l e t t e r  f r om t h e  
c o u n t y  s ta t i ng t h a t  a cc e p t a nce o f  t h e  f u n d s  f o r  r oa d wa y  ma i n t e n a n c e  
d i d n o t  r e qu i r e us t o  s u b m i t  t o  b i n d i n g  a r b i t r a t i o n .  The r e f or e , s h e  
h a d  p r o c e e d e d  to d e p o s i t t h e  m o n e y  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e  r e s e r ve f und . 
T h e  n e w  g r a n t  f o r ms f o r  ' 8 8 ha d  a l s o  b e e n  r e c e i ve d ,  s o  R o s e  wa s 
i n s tr uc t e d t o  s ubmi t  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  d a t a  be f o r e  t h e  J a n u a r y  1 
d e ad l i n e . 

R o s e  r e ad t h e  l e t t e r  s he had wr i t t e n  t o  Jame s  Denny o f  5 1 4  NME 
c o n ce r n i ng th e  pa r k i n g  o f  h i s  p i ck up t r u c k . Mr . D e n n y  had mad e  i t  
c l e a r  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  comp l y  w i t h  t h e  c ov e n a n t s  o n l y  whe n  e n f o r ceme n t  
be c a me c ommun i. ty-·w i d e . M i k e  s u g ge s t e d  we s e t u p  a t a s k  f or c e  
c omp o s ed o f  R a j  a nd D o u g  t o  s e e  i f  a wo r k a b l e  p r o c e d u r e  f o r  e n f or c e ­
me nt c o u l d  be e s t a b l i s hed . 

U n d e r  ma i nt e na n c e , t h e  B o a r d  d i s c u B s e d  ways t h a t  we c o u l d  g e t  R i c k  
t o  d o  mo r e , s i n c e  t h e  f e e l i n g  was t h a t  h e  m i g ht l i s t e n  mo r e  c l o s e l y  
i f  a c ommi t t e e  o f  B o a r d  membe r s  s a t  d o wn w i t h  h i m .  F o r  e xa mp l e ,  why 
wa s he r e f  u s  1 ng to e d g e ; what wa s h a p p e n i ng wi. th l e a f  r e mova 1 ,  why 
we r e  t h e r e we e d s  i n  a l l  t h e  p a r k i ng l o t  c r a c k s ,  e t c . M i k e  s u g g e c; t e d  
tha t S t e ve P l o t k i n  a nd s ome o f  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  who h a d  c o mp l a i ne d  
a b o u t  ma i nt e na n c e  a t  t h e  l a s t  b o a r d  mee t i ng t r y  t o  d e ve l o p  a l i s t  o f  
p r o j e c t s  t h a t  must be d on e  o n  a r e g u l a r  bas i s .  

Und e r  o l d  bus i ne s s , the B o a r d  a g r e ed t h a t  Fr a n k  K a l i n s ho u l d  be 
a l l o we d  to d r a w  up h i. s  own ma ndate f o r  e n f o r c i ng u pk e e p o f  b o t h  
common a n d  pr i va t e  p r op<o r ty i n  t h e  c ommu n i t y .  I t  was h o ped that h e  
wo u l d  be a b l e  to p u t  t h i s  t o g e t h e r  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n  D e c e mbe r .  

J u d y  s a i d  t h a t  E: he had me t w i t h  Mr . S a j o u s lr n s  o f  t h e  C i ty ' s  L i ­
ce n s i ng and I ns pec t i o n  D i v i s i on and had f o und t h e m  t o  be q u i te 
d e fens i ve . N e w  Ma r k  was n o t  one o f  t h e i r  ta r get a r e a s . Wh i l e  they 
we r e  wi l l i ng to back u s  u p  whe r e  n e c e s s a r y  and c o u ld i s s u e  $ 2 5  
t i c k e t s  f o r  c o d e  v i o l at i o n s ,  t h e y  e x p e c t e d  t h e  As s oc i a t i o n t o  t a k e  
t h e  f i r s t  s t e p s . B i l l  Ca l l o way was t h e  p e r s o n  wh o wou l d  s o o n  b e  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f or o u r  c ommu n l  ty . .Indy s a i d  t h a t  t h e  c l ty wo u l d  
i n s p e c t  r e nt a l  p r o pe r t i e s  e v e r y  two ye .3. r s  i f  we wo u l d  s u pp l y  t h e m  
w i t h  a l i s t .  R o s e  a g r e e d  t o  c h e c k  w i t h  D o u g  t o  s e e  1. £ t h i s  l n  a n y  
way v i o lated the pr ivacy a c t . 



Und e r  bud g e t  d i s c us s i on s , t h e  B o a r d  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  mon e y  e x p e nd e d  f o r  
s umme r s e c u r i t y g ua r d s  w.:. s wo r t hwh i l e .;; n d  s h o u l d  b e  c o n t i nued . 
L i k e w i s e ,  i. t was h o p e d  t h a t  t h e  s w i m  t e a m  wo u l d  b e  c o n t i n u e d  d e s p i t e  
t h e  e x p e n s e  i n v o l ve d . A l l  o f  t h e  s u g g e s t e d  s h o r t  t e r m  p r o j e c t s  f o r  
1 9 8 8  we r e  d e e me d  r e a s o na b l e ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  s e emed t h a t  s ome c o u l d  b e  
a s s i g n e d ·'-' l owe r p r i o r i ty t h a n  o t h e r s  ( e . g .  b r i c k wa l l  b e h i nd 
c l ubhous e ,  ba s k e t ba l l  c o u r t  wa l l ) .  Und<er l o n g  t e r m  pr o j e c t s , M i k e  
c ha l l e n g e d  t h e  $ 1 7 , 0 0 0  e s t i ma t e  f o r.  t h e  b r i d ge . H e  f e l t  that i f  i t  
was r e a l l y  g o l ng t o  c o s t  t h a t  muc h ,  we s h o u l d  s t r o n g l y  c o n s i d e r  
e l i mi na t i ng t h e  b r i d ge a l t o ge t he r . I t  was agreed t h a t  whe n  the b i d s  
came i. n  t h e y  n e e d e d  t o  b e  c o ns i de r e d  ca r e f u l l y .  R o s e  p o :i n t e d  o u t  
t h a t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  b u d g e t  h a d  a s s umed a 3 . 5 % i nc r e a s e i n  t h e  c os t  o f  
1 i v i ng whe r ea s  t h e  a c t u a l  i nc r e a s e  f or S e p t . ' 8 6 t o  S e p t . ' 8  7 was 
4 . 7 % .  Ma r t y  moved that we i nc r e a s e  t h e  d ue s  by t h e  a c t ua l c o s t  o f  
l i v i ng i nc r e a s e  o f  4 . 7 % .  A l  s e c o nd e d . Al t h o ugh t h e  mo t i o n p a s s e d  
una n i mo u s l y ,  R a j  we n t  on r e c o r d  s t a t i ng t h a t  h e  s t i l l  o p p o s e d  t h e  
f a c t  t ha t t own h o u s e  own e r s  we r e  p a y i n g  a h i gh e r  amount t o  t h e  
r e s e r ve ftrnd t h a n  we r e  s i n g l e fa m i l y  home o wn e r s . 

Unde r n e w  b u s i ne s s ,  R o s e  s a i. d  t h a t  we h a d  r e c e i ve d  a r e q u e s t  f r om 
t he Co l l i ns o f  3 2 0  NME f or a h a n d i ca pp e d  pa r k i n g  s p a c e . R o s e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  s h e  h a d  a s k e d  th e m t o  s u b m i t  a r e q u e s t  i n  wr i t i ng ,  b u t  t h a t  t he 
facts wer e  s i m i lar t o  t h o s e  o f  the Leve e  case i n  that the C o l l i ns '  
ve h i c l e  wo u l d  have h a nd i c a p p e d  tags . The B o a r d  a g r e e d  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  
p r e c e d e n t  e s t a b l i s he d  b y  t h e  L e ve e s . 

Ra j s u g ge e< t e d  we p o e< t  " N o  P<1 r k i n g - Tow i r"J s t r i c: t l y  E n f oi: c e d " s i g n s  
a r. ound a l l  c i r c: l e s  i n  t h e  townhouse a r e a s ,  s i n c e  t h e  p a r k i ng o f  
ve h i c l e e<  c r e a t e d a h a z a r d  i n  t h e  event o f  a £ i r e  a n d  made s n ow 
r e mova l v i r t ua l l y  i mp o s s i b l e . I t  was s ug g e e< t e d  t h a t  R o s e  ca l l  t h e  
F i r e  Ma r. s h a l l t o  s e e  i f  t he y  wo u l d  l e nd s u p p o r t  t o  o u r  e f f o r t s . A 
n e ws l e t t e r  a r t i c l e  wou l d  wa r n  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  n e w  p o l i c y .  

R o s e  s a i d  t h a t  s h e  was g e t t i ng v e r y  h i. gh e s t i ma t e s f o r. s n o w  r e mo v a l ,  
s o  i t  was h e r  i nt e n t i o n  t o  r e n e w  t h e  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  C l a s s i c  L a n d ­
s c a p i n g ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  numb e r  o f  c o mp l a i nt s  r e ce i ve d . R a j  f e l t  t h a t  
t h o s e  s i n g l e  f a m i l y  h ome own e r s  who l i v e d  o n  t h e  s ma l l  c i r c l e s  s h o u l d  
have t o  pay f o r  t h e i r  own s n ow r e mova l ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  wo u l d  b e  g i ve n  
t h e  c h a n c e  t o  p i ggyback o n t o  o u r  c o nt r a c t . O t h e r memb e r s  o f  t h e  
B o a r d  a g r e e d , a n d  R o s e  wa s i ns t r ucted t o  wr i t e  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  
h ome own e r s  i nv o l ved l e t t i n g  t h e m  k now o f  t h e  cha nge i n  po l i c y . 

The mee t l.ng a d j ourned a t  1 0 : 5 0 P . M .  
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NEW MAHK COMMONS HOMES AS S O C I AT IO N ,  I N C .  
BOAR D O F  D I  R ECTOf< S ' MEETI N G  
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2 1  1 9 8 7  

ATTENDEES ; Judy D octor, Rose Kras n o w ,  Al Levit, Mik e Miller, 
Ste ve Plotk in ,  Marty R eis s ,  Doug Worth i ng 

The meeting was called to order at 7 : 4 0 P. M. N o  o n e  was p re s e nt 
f o r  the commu n i ty f orum . T h e  agenda wa s ap proved . A m i nor 
cor r e ct i on was made to the m i nutes of the N ove mbe r 1 8 t h me e t i n g ,  
a f te r  which the m i nutes f ro m  th e two Nove mb e r  me e t i ng s  we r e  
a p p r o ve d .  

The 1 9 8 8  b u dget ( s ee attached ) was adopted u n an imou s ly. T h e  Board 
the n  di s cu s s e d  th e best way to s e t  u p  a Covenant En f orce me nt 
Committee. Althou g h  every o n e  was in f avor o f  Frank K alin's ide a ,  
it s e e me d  evi de n t  that a system o f  ch e c k s  was n e cess a ry . M i k e  
Mi ller s a i d  that t h e  committee should h a v e  at least thre e 
members , with re pres entat i on f ro m  b o th the s in g le f amily and 
townh o u se u nits . The B o ard dec i de d  that any viola t i on n o tices 
h a d  to be approve d by Rose and Judy b e f ore th ey could be s e nt 
ou t. I f  a h omeown e r  d i d  not respond to th e n o t i ce, n o  corre c tive 
action could be u ndertak e n  u n t i l  th e comm i tte e h a d  come back to 
the board, wh i ch could t h e n  a u t ho r i ze th e nec e s s ar y  expendi tures 
and tr i gg e r  a lien. M i k e  poi nted o u t  that an absentee landlor d 
migh t  b e  more th a n  h a p p y  f o r  u s  to do th e work , s i nce we would b e  
p roviding ,  in e f f ect, an intere s t  f r ee h omeown e r ' s  loa n .  H e  
wondered if it was poss ible t o  take s uch a p e rs on t o  s ma ll claims 
court. Steve, J u dy, and R os e  were authorized to mee t with th e 
Covenant E n f orcement Commi tte e to f i nal i ze th e plans f o r  i ts 
operation . 

On the i s s u e  o f  s n o w  r emoval f r o m  th e s i ngle f amily c i rcles , Doug 
s ta te d  that it was h is legal o p i n i on that we we re not sett i n g  a 
pre cedent by removi n g  s n ow f r om the c i rcle s . Theref o re ,  R ose was 
i n s tr u cted to wri te a lette r, to be a p p r o ved b y  D o u g , to the 2 0  
a f f ected homeowners to let them k n ow that s n o w  removal was a 
co urtesy that we would contin u e  to provide but that th e commu n i ty 
was not liable f or dama ges or re s po n s i ble f or o th e r  typ e s  o f  
circle ma i n tenance . Mik e Miller mo ved that th e c ommun ity cle ar 
t h e  s i d e wa l k s  a l o n g  We l wyn Way, a n d ,  i f  t i me p e r m i tte d, a l o n g  
Sca n d i a  t o  f acili tate t h e  moveme nt o f  s c h o o l  ch i ldre n .  Judy 
s econded the moti on which pas sed unan i mous l y .  

R os e  annou nced that a lien had been f ile d again s t  David 
Soleiman zadeh of Scandia Way f or f ailure to pay his dues. I t  wa s 
agreed tha t  if the dues had n o t  bee n receive d by January 1 ,  1 9 8 8 ,  
the community would initiate an action in s ma ll claims c o u rt. 

The Board reiterated th e need 
n e ces s a ry to p r e ve n t  t r u c k s  f r om 
wee k two Board members co u l d  b e  
through the commu nity a t  night in 
on the o f f endi ng ve h icles . Two 

to take whatever s teps were 
p a r k i n g in th e community. Each 
as s ig n ed th e task o f  dr i ving 
or d e r  to pos t  viol ation n ot i ce s  
warnin.gs would b e  g i ve n ;  a f te r 



wh i ch the ve h i c l e  wo u l d  be t o we d .  The name o f  t h e  t o wi n g  c ompany 
wou l d  be g i ve n o n  the s e c ond n o t i c e . The B o a r d  a p p o i n t e d  R os e ,  
S t eve a n d  D o u g  t o  work o u t  t h e  f i na l p r o c e d u r e s . 

The B o a r d  a u t h o r i ze d  t h e  cutt i n g  d own o f  t h e  l a r g e  
876 NME ; h o we ve r ,  R o s e  was i n s t r uc t e d  t o  n o t i f y  
home owne r s  b e f o r e  t h e  wor k  wa s b e gu n . 

wi l l o w  b e h i n d 
t he a f f e c t e d  

R o s e  wa s a l s o  i ns t r u c t e d  t o  c a l l  t h e  F i r e Ma r s ha l l ' s  O f f i ce t o  
s e e  i f  e a c h  i s l a n d  i n  t he Townhouse a r e a  c o u l d  b e  d e s i gnated a s  a 
N o  Pa r k i n g  Ar e a  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  f i r e  s a f e t y .  Once s u c h  a 
d e s i g na t i o n was r e c e i v e d  a nd t h e  ye l l ow s t r i p i ng was put i n t o  
p l a c e , v i o l a t o r s  would b e  s u b j e ct t o  t i c k e t s  f r om t h e  R o c k v i l l e  
Po l i c e  D e pa r t me n t "  

T h e  mee t i ng a d j o u r n e d  a t  9 : 1 0 P . M .  
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NORMAN H. ROBERI'S 
810 New Mark Esplanade 

Rockville, Maryland 20850 

19 December 1987 

New Mark Commons Homeowners Association 
P. 0. Box 4206 
Rockville, Maryland 20850-0023 

Gentlemen: 

This afternoon as I was entering the 800-902 NME Parking Lot Entrance , to 
come home , straight ahead of me I noticed a light color roof being installed at 
848 NME .  I could not help from noticing this eye catcher, especially with dark 
roofs on each side . 

A year ago when I installed a new roof , I was told that I must use the same 
color dark roof as the original , so that everyt.hing matched . Why doen ' t  this 
apply to everyone , namely these people in 848 NME, instead of being able to 
install any color they want - a light color eye catching roof? Even if all the 
roofs in that row of THs were all changed to light color , they still would not 
match the other units in this section and would look odd and out of place (eye 
catchers) . 

This letter confirms my message that I left on Rose ' s  answering machine 
this evening concerning this matter. 

I do not know if this change in roofing color was approved by the Architectural 
Committee for 848 NME, but feel that the Architectural Reguirements should apply to 
all Townhouse residences , not just some of them in New Mark Commons .  Have the 
architectural roof requirements changed in the past year , so that you can put on 
any color roof you want and not have to conform to matching roofs for all now? 

Sincerely , 

Norman H. Roberts 


